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International application No. 
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International filing date ( day j monthly ear) 

28/03/1996 


Priority date ( day j monthly ear) 

31/03/1995 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
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1. 



2. 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 

□ 



sheets, including this cover sheeL 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consists of a total of 



sheets. 



This report contains indications and corresponding pages relating to the following items: 

I I X[ Basis of the report 

II Priority 

III I I Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

IV I I Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

VI Certain documents cited 

VII "^^j Certain defects in the international application 
VIII I I Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 



1, This report has been drawn up on the basis of (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving 
Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are 
not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments 0 : 




[x] the international application as originally filed. 

[ ] the description, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages ; , filed with the letter of 

pages , filed with the letter of 



[ ] the claims, Nos. , as originally filed, 

Nos. , as amended under Article 19, 

Nos. , filed with the demand, 

Nos. , filed with the letter of 

Nos. , filed with the letter of 



[ ] the drawings, sheets/fig , as originally filed, 

sheets/fig , filed with the demand, 

sheets/fig , filed with the letter of 

sheets/fig , filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

[ ] the description, pages . 

[ ] the claims, Nos. . 

[ ] the drawings, sheets/fig . 

3. [ ] This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned stateient under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such stateient 



1. STATEMENT 



Novelty (N) Claiis 12-17 YES 

Claims 1-11 NO 

Inventive Step (IS) Claiias YES 

Claims 1-1 7_ NO 

Industrial Applicability (lA) Claims YES 

Claims NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

The following documents, cited in the International 
Search Report, are mentioned in this examination report: 



Dl: 


EP- 


-A- 


0 


624 


039 


D2: 


EP 


-A- 


0 


625 


857 


D3 : 


EP 


-A- 


0 


633 


694 


D4: 


EP 


-A- 


0 


625 


858 


D5: 


EP 


-A- 


0 


133 


706 



1. The present application does not satisfy the criterion 
set forth in Article 33(2) PCT because the subject-mat- 
ter of claim 1 is not new in respect of prior art as de- 
fined in the regulations (Rule 64(l)-(3) PCT). 

Dl discloses all the features of claim 1, 

See in particular the passages cited in the ISR and the 

following blocks of Figs. 1 & 2: 

105,104, 100,102,134,121,112 ,114 



FonD PCT/IPEA/409 (sheet 2) (January 1994) 



^J^ntern. application No. 
PCT/EP96/01412 



2. The following dependent claims do not appear to contain 
any additional features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer establish nov- 
elty (Art. 33(2) PCT) , or involve an inventive step 
(Art. 33(3) PCT): 

claims 2-8 - see Dis- 
claims 9-11 - see D2; 
claims 12-16 - see D2, D3 & D4; 
claim 17 - see D4 & D5, 

It should also be noted that D2 & D4 are linked by a 
reference in D4 , col. 5, lines 48-50 and thus are con- 
sidered to form one single document. 
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VII. Certain defects in the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 



1. To meet the requirements of Rule 6- 3(b) PCT the in- 
dependent claims should be properly cast in the two part 
form, with those features which in combination are part 
of the prior art being placed in the preamble. 

2 . The opening part of the description should be 
amended so that it is in agreement with any new claims 
(Rule 5.1(a) (iii) ) . 

3. In order to indicate more completely the background art, 
useful for understanding the invention, the documents 
mentioned above should be acknowledged in the descrip- 
tion (Rule 5.1(a) (ii)) and technical problems and any 
advantageous effects should be stated in comparison to 
this background art (Rule 5 . 1 ( a) ( iii ) ) . 

4. Reference signs should be introduced throughout the 
claims (Rule 6.2(b)). 
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